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Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony today. | am Gary Esslinger, Treasurer-Manager
of the Elephant Butte Irrigation District (EBID) and I'd like to talk to you about a ticking time bomb
that must be defused. Imagine urban and valley-wide flooding as a result of an explosion not unlike
what hit Hatch and EI Paso in 2006, or Leasburg in 2006 and 2008, that will eventually target the
Organ Mountains and the east and west mesas. The detonation will be a torrent of runoff water and
debris running off the watersheds that will wind up surrounding Las Cruces and inundating the valley
floor. The meteorologists will hold the match and will tell you that in 2008, three of the 16 maximum
precipitation events on record occurred within five weeks of each other by a climate change
enhanced micro storm burst and it could happen more frequently than before. Old timers, who have
witnessed decades of local weather, will tell you that they have never seen anything like the 2006
storms. The high desert watersheds that S. 1689 is intended to protect will continue to be at risk,
and we will be missing a golden opportunity to be proactive and exploit the use of storm water to
replenish our dwindling water supply in this area.

| want to emphasize that even though EBID’s primary charge is delivering water to 90,640 acres in
Dona Ana and Sierra Counties, we do much more than deliver water to 8,500 constituents. The
outflow from EBID flood control dams and other city, county and private dams in the area, coupled
with direct storm runoff from dozens of uncontrolled arroyos, runs into our canal and drainage
system, which was designed for delivering irrigation water and removing subsurface drainage, not
conveying high storm flows such as the events of 2006 and 2008.

EBID continuously looks for opportunities to better manage storm water. Our main concern is to
protect life, farmland and the irrigation system. Thereafter itis to harness this wild storm water to be
put to beneficial use in Southern New Mexico. The historic Operating Agreement between the
United States, and the Texas and New Mexico Irrigation Districts allows EBID to capture storm water
within New Mexico and place it to beneficial use without any obligation to deliver that water to Texas.
These are among the reasons why | wanted to take this opportunity to voice some concerns EBID
has regarding the designation of thousands of acres of watershed lands as wilderness areas.

The old Soil Conservation Service (SCS) PL566 dams that EBID sponsors and operates were built
about 60 years ago, with a 50 year storm event design life, seven of which sit between Dona Ana
and the |-25/1-10 exchanges. They have lost capacity due to sediment accumulation and design life,
making them more likely to spill or breach. These dams were not designed to protect a concentrated
population with new drainage standard designs for 100 year storm events above and below them.

We appreciate the efforts of all parties involved as well as Senator Bingaman and his staff for
working with EBID to exclude our existing dams from the wilderness area, so we can continue to
maintain and, hopefully, upgrade them. However, flood control is not a stagnant process. Itis clear
that as Southern New Mexico continues to grow, we will need more flood control structures and to
develop best management practices for our watersheds. These structures and plans, have not
been designed or sited, and therefore, not considered in the wilderness area designation because of
the uncertainty directed by climate change.









