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April 25, 2007

Carol McCall

Associate Planner

Community Development Department
PO Box 20000

Las Cruces, NM 88004

Re: Proposed Wilderness Designations in Dona Ana County
Dear Ms. McCall:

Within the last few months there has been much discussion, difference of
opinion, and outcry regarding the Proposed Wilderness Designations in Dona
Ana County. Much of the concern regarding this matter has been targeting
preserving and protecting roads and other improvements that are not suitable for
wilderness and specifically prohibited by the Act. To my knowledge, there has not
been much discussion regarding flood control and the problems associated with
protecting our watersheds. On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Elephant
Butte Irrigation District (EBID), | wish to inform you of EBID’s views, direction and
position on the future use of flood waters and the necessity to capture flood flows
in the additional areas that have been proposed by several groups that | don't
believe meet the requirements set forth in the Wilderness Act of 1964 (ACT).

The Mesilla Valley, located in South Central Dona Ana County, is experiencing
significant population growth. The demand for quality water supplies is increasing
at a similar rate. Unfortunately, the availability for such water resources has not
increased at the same pace. Call it what you may — global warming, prolonged
drought or hydrologic cycles - all have indicated and predicted that we can no
longer depend on our historic storage facilities like Elephant Butte and Caballo
Reservoirs to capture spring runoff as a reliable water resource. The need to plan
for future flood control and appurtenances in our watershed during the summer
monsoon season could have a great impact on future wilderness designated
sites and we could miss the opportunity to reuse storm runoff as a vital resource
to recharge our aquifers and diminish the need to drain down our reservoir. The







