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Dona Ana Soil and Water Conservation District
2507 North Telshor Boulevard - Las Cruces, New Mexico 88011 - Phone (575) 522-8775, Ext. 116

February 10, 2011

Ken Salazar, Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

In as much that the Federal Lands Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) set forth the points of agreement between the United States and the Western States to allow the federal government to alter its land management philosophy from a matter of disposal to a matter of retention, your actions in Secretarial Order 3310, arbitrarily attempts to set the course in an end run action to circumvent the scope of what Congress intended in the classification and inventory of federal lands with perceived wilderness characteristics.  Dona Ana Soil and Water Conservation District (DASWCD) objects to this unauthorized expansion of imposed regulation without proper representation.

Notwithstanding the process outlined in the Act to classify and inventory all lands with wilderness characteristics amongst Wilderness Study Areas (WSA), liberal legal interpretation of the extent of the authority of the Secretary was teased from the Act while Title II, Sec 202 [43 U.S.C. 1712], paragraph c, (9) clearly states:

“(9) to the extent consistent with the laws governing the administration of the public lands, coordinate the land use inventory, planning, and management activities of or for such lands with the land use planning and management programs of other Federal departments and agencies and of the States and local governments within which the lands are located, including, but not limited to, the statewide outdoor recreation plans . . .”

As such, DASWCD, being in session in accordance with the Open Meetings Act and a quorum being present on February 10, 2011, adopted the accompanying resolution.  The resolution makes major two points.  The first is that DASWCD, composed of a publicly elected board of supervisors, requests cooperating status for all actions involving federal lands within its jurisdictional boundaries.  The second is that Congress act on the matter of executive authority in all actions pertaining to federal land designations and define and place limits on sweeping administratively driven actions that materially affect rural communities without adequate representation. 
DASWCD expects, henceforth, that you assure this district that you will follow the dictates of FLPMA and give proper public involvement to state and local governments in the consideration of any land use planning.  This includes early notice of any schemes that you introduce in Washington at a time when there are no elected or public officials available.    

Sincerely, 
______________________

Joe Delk, Chair

Cc:

Jeff Bingaman (D-NM)

Tom Udall (D-NM)

Steve Pearce (R-NM)

NM state officials

