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03/17- VEKOL VALLEY OPERATION/ 2 STOLEN VEHICLES-20 IA’S



During a field interview with subjects apprehended during 
this event, some of the group members stated that t hey had 
crossed during the early morning hours near a mount ain later 
identified as the La Lesna Mountains. Subjects walk ed for 
several days when they laid up in an area identifie d by CAG 
INTEL as being a wash located near the El Paso Pipe line. 
From there, the group stated that two vehicles came  to pick 
them up during the evening hours on the day of the event. 
Average prices that group were charged were $2000 t o $6000 
per person depending on their final destination in the U.S. 
Smuggling Organization is believed to be a part of the Spicy 
Menudo Organization led by  Enrique PALACIOS-Escale ra.  

CO-Head Spicy Menudo-Enrique PALACIOS-Escalera

03/17- VEKOL VALLEY OPERATION/ 2 STOLEN VEHICLES-20 IA’S



46 Load out identified by Night Hawk Agents on 03/1 7



Vehicle was followed from the I-8 
Highway by other agencies to a stash 
house located on 8533 W. Indianola 
Avenue in Phoenix.



A Search Warrant was issued at 
8533 W. Indianola Avenue in 
Phoenix after Agents followed 
the load vehicle into the drive 
way of the residence. The 
vehicle had several bundles of 
marijuana.



Marijuana located in vehicle and in residence 8533 W. Indianola 



4.4 lbs of methamphetamine and a 
scale commonly used by narcotics 
dealers were located in the residence. 

8533 W. Indianola Avenue



Several Weapons and cellular phones were located 
and seized by Agents on scene.  

8533 W. Indianola Avenue



3 of the 5 USCs arrested 
during this event are being 
prosecuted for narcotics 
smuggling. The other two 
subjects not shown in this 
picture were subsequently 
released to their parents 
due to the fact that they 
were juveniles. Charges 
are pending. 

8533 W. Indianola Avenue



03/18 336 LBS MJ Seized near I-8 MP144/ 4 Drug Mule s Arrested

CAG INTEL interviewed 3 of the 4 subjects that were  willing to 
make statements without a lawyer present. Subjects stated that 
they were recruited in Sonoyta, Sonora, Mexico to s muggle 
marijuana. Subjects stated that they were going to be paid $1500
for transporting the marijuana to the I-8 Highway. They stated that 
it took them 7 days to reach I-8 from Sonoyta. They  stated that the 
guide was identified as “Kaloso”.  The group stated  that the load 
was going to be taken to Phoenix. Through sources, “Kaloso” was 
identified as being a member of the Compa Chuy DTO out of 
Sonoyta but has not been verified.  All four packer s are being 
prosecuted. 

Group Spotted by Night Hawk

Fox 67 Assisted in app of drug mules



03/18 336 LBS MJ Seized near I-8 MP144/ 4 Drug Mule s Arrested

Drug Mules spotted by Night Hawk

Drug Mules

MJ load seized by Agents



3/18-3/19 backpackers identified by 
Night Hawk Unit loaded out near Vekol 
Road. Load vehicles were followed by 
other agencies (OA) into Mesa, AZ.



On 03/19 other agencies conducted surveillance 
on load vehicles that picked up the drug mules 
and load off I-8 into Mesa, AZ. The expedition 
that had the MJ load (295 lbs) was taken down 
at the Food City parking lot off 1342 E. Main
Street by agents. The drug mules were located 
at an apt complex located off 34 W. 7th Street in 
Mesa.

295 LBS OF MJ

Food City Parking Lot off 34 W. 7 th Street in Mesa, AZ



The APT Complex located off 
34 W. 7th Street in Mesa were 
taken down by other 
agencies. APT #1, APT #2 
and APT #3 were identified 
by agents as being a stash 
location for drug mules. 
Several subjects were 
arrested during this incident.



3/18-Armed Subjects Identified by Night Hawk off th e I-8 Highway Near Freeman



3/18-Armed Subjects Identified by Night Hawk off th e I-8 Highway Near Freeman



3/18-Armed Subjects Identified by Night Hawk off th e I-8 Highway Near Freeman

Armed Group were last seen 
by Night Hawk Unit (L2) 
headed south bound into the 
desert from Freeman Road. 
Agents subsequently lost 
visual on group as they 
headed further south. Subjects 
were later seen on 03/19-03/20 
by agents. BORTAC was 
activated during this event to 
take down subjects.



03/19 - Wounded Subject

Subject was turned over to the CAG BP Station on 03 /19/2010 by CAG PD. ICE and CAG INTEL debriefed 
subject. Subject stated that he had been shot on 03 /19 during the afternoon (3-4 pm) in-between Ralsto n 
Road and Amarillo Valley Road on a hill located nor th of the SR84 Road. Subject stated he didn’t see t he 
shooter but that he heard several shots ring out wh en he got hit by a bullet. Subject stated that he ra n to a 
road where he was picked up by a couple (unknown) a nd transported to the Casa Grande Regional 
Hospital where he received medical attention. The s hooter/shooters were never identified during this 
event. 



• If there are any questions, please contact the 
CAG INTEL Unit at;

• Office (520) 374-4004

• Cell (520) 419-4838
• Further notes on the operation will follow. 
• Thank you LBPA F. Passi


