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Education Update 
Luncheon

Speakers include:

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, June 16
at the New Mexico State University Golf Course Clubhouse

3000 Herb Wimberly Drive

Tickets are $20 for Chamber members or $40 for non-members. 
To register, contact the Chamber at 

524-1968 or relo@lascruces.org

Sponsored by

Margie Huerta
Dona Ana Community College

Stan Rounds
Las Cruces Public Schools

Barbara Couture
New Mexico State University A--

STREET FEST – JULY 3: Los Texmaniacs 10:00 pm
JULY 4: Iguanas 7:30 pm • Lowrider Band 10:00 pm

Enter by calling the City of Las Cruces
Electric Light Parade Hotline (575) 528-3170.

Leave the requested information and a parade packet will be sent to you.

Cash awards for floats will be presented for:
Best Overall Float - $1,000.00

1st Place - Commercial and Non-Commercial
2nd Place - Commercial and Non-Commercial
3rd Place - Commercial and Non-Commercial

Sponsors: City of Las Cruces, Sunland RV, New Mexico State University, Pepsi, Bravo Mic,
Radio Las Cruces, American Classifieds, Las Cruces Sun-News and Las Cruces Bulletin.

No entry fee. All entries must be lighted and visible at night.
Clubs, organizations, businesses, groups and Individuals may enter.

presented by Wells Fargo and El Paso Electric Co.

The Fourth
of July

Committee 
invites you
to enter the

2011 CITY OF LAS CRUCES 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION

Water district worried about access
Public land restrictions could limit control efforts

The Doña Ana Soil and Water Con-
servation District (DASWCD) believes 
a federal proposal, designed to create 
wilderness and conservation areas in the 
county, could hamper storm water flood 
control efforts.

DASWCD Chairman Joe Delk said 
many of the dams, or earthen berms, 
it owns or maintains were constructed 
solely to protect farmlands. Since then, 
many residences have been constructed 
in the watersheds and are vulnerable to 
storm flooding, Delk said.

“The district is responsible for 42 
flood-control dams that were built 50 
years ago to meet a 50-year storm event 
standard and to protect farm land in the 
valley,” Delk said. “Today, the minimum 
standard is for a 100-year storm even for 
a flood-control dam. And there are peo-
ple living below the old dams, so the risk 
assessment is much higher.”

The DASWCD was authorized last 
year by referendum to control and soil 
erosion and prevent flood water and 
sediment damage. Voters also gave DAS-
WCD the authority to promote conser-
vation, beneficial application and proper 
disposal of water and promote the safety 
and welfare of residents. DASWCD’s 
mission also includes promoting the use 
of impounded water for irrigation and 
recreation, as well as protecting the tax 
base. It also seeks to preserve water for 
fish and wildlife, along with urban and 
industrial needs.

The DASWCD is affiliated with the 

South-Central New Mexico Storm Water 
Coalition, which extends from the Cabal-
lo Dam near Truth or Consequences to 
the New Mexico-Texas state line. About 
800 square miles of that territory lacks 
preventive infrastructure for flooding or 
erosion, according to the coalition.

Under present law, the DASWCD and 
coalition are allowed to maintain water-
shed dams, or berms, but they are not 
permitted to construct new ones, accord-
ing to U.S. Sen. Jeff Bingaman’s office.

A Office of the State Engineer has an 
agreement with Texas that New Mexico 
can capture storm water.

“This storm water is considered new 
water,” Delk said. “We have the opportu-
nity to store it in underground reservoirs 
or put it to beneficial use like agriculture 
or recharge the aquifer.”

But DASWCD would need access to 
public lands, Delk said.

Bingaman and U.S. Sen. Tom Udall 
have introduced S. 1024, Organ Moun-
tains-Doña Ana County Conservation 
and Protection Act, to create wilderness 
and conservation areas. That concerns 
the DASWCD board, which wrote in an 
an open letter to Bingaman and Udall:

“With 87 percent of the county held 
by government ownership, the board of 
supervisors of DASWCD recognizes that 
the most effective practices can only be 
developed through access to the expan-
sive lands that remain in S. 1024. With 
the current legislative changes and agen-
cy policy adjustments, such practices 
must be initiated in the upper reaches of 
watersheds, not in the terminus locations 
near residential development. Brush 

control with its control of mesquite and 
creosote and the beneficial implications 
of watershed health is but one example.”

DASWCD was referring to the eradi-
cation of brush to allow grass to take 
over, which would reduce storm water 
flooding and soil erosion and recharge 
the aquifer.

“If we don’t get our act together to de-
velop a comprehensive storm water man-
agement plan in the Lower Rio Grande 
Watershed, we’d be doing a grave injus-
tice to the people in this valley,” Delk 
said.

The key word, Delk said, is “access,” 
access to maintain and clean out water-
shed dams. 

The proposed wilderness legislation 
does not include language for access, 
he said. Through maintenance of these 
structures, the district can recharge aqui-
fers, cut sediment deposits and reduce 
the spread of diseases from flooding.

In order to maintain the watershed 
retaining structures, the district has to 
apply with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment for an access permit to the water-
sheds, and then it could take months for 
approval, Delk said.

“The Legislature and federal agencies 
just don’t get it,” Delk said. “The land is 
our best resource. Ranchers take care of 
the land. They provide water with wind-
mills and stock tanks not only for their 
cattle but for wildlife, too.”

The wilderness bill inlcudes modifica-
tions that would allow the Border Patrol 
to construct communications and sur-
veillance infrastructure and patrol the 
area.

By Marvin Tessneer
Las Cruces Bulletin

Summer cycling

Las Cruces Bulletin photo by Todd Dickson
George Pearson waits for other bicyclists to join 
him for a visibility ride Monday, June 6, at the Las 
Cruces Railroad Musem. On the first Monday of 
each month, the Mesilla Valley Bicycle Coalition 
holds a visibility ride to raise awareness with 
motorists about bicyclists also using the streets.


