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LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY ALERT

The Wildermness Man
(Likely) cometh!

by TOM COOPER, CHAIRMAN, Peaple for Preserving our Westemn Herifage

ccompanying this article is a list-

ing prepared from a New Mexico

Wilderness  Alliance  (NMWA)

schedule fitled “New Mexico's
Wilderness Potential.” The listing includes
2,017,266 acres in 164 areas located
throughout New Mexico, and many of the
33 counties! National Conservation Areas
(NCAs) can be proposed in addition to
Wilderness Areas, as is the case in Dofia
Ana County.

“Wilderness Areas” are Federal lands
areas designated by act of Congress and are
subject to management under the Wilder-
ness Act of 1964, The Wilderness Act
requires protection from the intrusions of
man to keep the land in its “wild” state.

When the Las Cruces City Council
approved a resolution in February 2006
supporting NMWA's “Citizen's Proposal”, it
was noted that NMWAs Dofa Ana County
“wilderness inventory” is much larger than
its current proposal. The So. New Mexico
Director for NMWA sfated, “This is the first
round. We will be back later for another
round.” A second round would assumedly
be prompted by a win in the first round.
We have worked hard for nearly two years
to prevent that from happening.

The Dofia Ana County areas in the list-
ing total 504,146 acres, plus some part of
the Jornada del Muerto and the two Nutt
Grasslands areas. The current wilderness
proposal is for 286,000 acres, plus 100,000
acres in NCA's in areas not included in the
listing.

Agroup of affected ranchers and friends
organized People for Preserving our West-
ern Heritage in October, 2006 to oppose
the wilderness proposals in Dofla Ana
County. We believe wilderness designa-
tions with restricted access and excessive
time lost in securing BLM permits to con-
duct normal ranching operations and
maintenance would put us out of business.
A former high level officer of NMWA
acknowledged that “Wilderness is their
first step to eliminate the livestockand the
people from the land, one ranch at a time!”
Environmental organizations routinely
oppose permit applications and agency
management decisions, imposing further
delays and costs on our industry.

Our Coalition includes an impressive
listing of over 700 mostly Dofia Ana
County businesses and organizations and
14 range management professionals who
support our legislation, the Dofla Ana
County Planned Growth, Open Space and
Rangeland Preservation Act of 2008
(HR®300). The Act was introduced in the
House by Congressman Steve Pearce on
June 18, 2008, We thank Congressman
Pearce, and we applaud him for his consis-
tently strong stand to protect the property
rights and heritage of all Americans. Con-
gressman Pearce is a strong ally for our
industry and for conservative values in
general,

We all need to spread the word and be
prepared — your turn at battling wilder-
ness and NCA designations could be
around the corner. There may be a wave of
wilderness and/or NCA proposals soon,
and with November election results not
expected to please us, we will be in for
more battles.

More statewide Coalition members
would help our cause in Dofia Ana County,
and hopefully help stem the flow of pro-
posals and soften Congressional support
for Federal Wilderness designations else-
where in the State. We believe the battle in
Dofia Ana County has given pause to pro-
posals elsewhere. Early industry opposi-
tion could forestall proposals in other
counties.

Our organization does not collect dues,
and has not solicited contributions from
other than Dona Ana County ranchers. We
ask those wishing to add your name to our
Coalition to simply list your farm, ranch,
or company name(s) for all operating enti-
ties, contact person(s), phone numbers,
mail addresses, and email addresses, and
email to us at pfpowh@gmail.com or fax to
us at 575/647-1264. Please join our Coali-
tion! We need to be united in this battle,
and we will appreciate your support. We
hope that our experience and our website
will benefit many of you as we go forward.

Visit our web site at www.peoplefor-
westernheritage.com to view HR6300, a
copy of the Wilderness Act of 1964, our
Coalition listing, extensive information
regarding “wilderness” issues, and more.






