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AN ATTEMPT TO FOLLOW THE OLD ADAGE, TO
“KNOW WHO YOU ARE DEALING WITH.”

he environmental community is interconnected and interwoven.
Many groups actively avoid any form of formal organizational struc-
ture; however, as individuals migrate between organizations, a picture
forms that helps us begin to understand their objectives and agendas.

Dave Foreman was referenced in a
2007 New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
(NMWA) newsletter article on their
founding members, which stated that he
“provided many, if not most, of the phile-
sophical underpinnings that guide the
work of NMWA.” Foreman is a central
player in the wilderness movement,

Foreman co-founded NMWA in 1997,
and served on its board through 2005.
Foreman's wife Nancy Morton was added
to the NMWA board shortly after Fore-
man’s departure, and she continues in
that capacity.

In 1990, prior to founding NMWA,
Foreman was arrested by the FBI and
plead guilty to conspiracy charges in
1991. He served on the board of the Sierra
Club, and later co-founded the radical
movement “EarthFirst!”. He has authored
several books, including Eeodefense: A
Field Guide to Monkeywrenching, which
provides advice on sabotage techniques as
a method of “environmental activism”
with statements like “In some cases burn-
ing a target is the most effective way of
decommissioning it,”

Foreman has stated “A major accom-
plishment of EarthFirst! has been to
expand the environmental spectrum to
where the Sierra Club and other groups
are perceived as moderates.” and “For
EarthFirst! there is no truce or cease-fire.
Ne surrender.”

The %22/89 EarthFirst! Journal con-
tained this “notice™ “Are you terminally
ill with a wasting disease? Don't go out
with a whimper; go out with a bang!
Undertake an eco-kamikaze mission. The
possibilities for terminally ill warriors are
limitless. Dams from the Columbia and
the Colorado to the Connecticut are cry-
ing to be blown to smithereens, as are
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industrial polluters, the headquarters of
oil-spilling corporations, fur warehouses,
paper mills . . . To those feeling suicidal,
this may be the answer to your dreams .
. Don't jump off a bridge, blow up a
bridge. Who says you can't take it with
you?"

A four-part documentary, portions of
which were aired on 60 Minutes, titled
EARTHFIRST! — The Politics of Radical
Environmenialism, by Manes is available
on MySpace.com., In this documentary,
Foreman states that EarthFirst! members
are “antibodies against the Humanpox”
and Ms, Morton states that “monkey-
wrenching” is “using the tools of the devil
against the devil.”

In his book, Confessions of an Fco-
Warrtor, Foreman states “We humans
have hecome a disease — the Human-
pox,” and “The only hope of the earth is to
withdraw huge areas as inviolate natural
sanctuaries from the depredations of
modern industry and technology . . . Move
out the people and cars. Reclaim the
roads and the plowed land.”

Foremanwrote an article posted on his
“Around the Campfire” blog titled “Birth
Dearth Folly and the 300 Millionth Amer-
ican” Issue 2 January 1, 2007 inwhich he
stated: “Terrible and foreboding as our
country’s population explosion to 300
million is, more terrible and foreboding is
how Americans across our beautiful land
are reacting” and “Humans have already
overshot ecological carrving capacity on
Earth. The greenhouse effect leading to
catastrophic climate change is only one
example. Earth’s carrying capacity . . . is
several hillion fewer people than the cur-
rent population.”

Foreman has stated a philosophy and
purpose to “destroy civilization and tech-

nology, and eliminate the need for the
word ‘wilderness’ because everything will
be ‘wilderness.” Clearly, “wilderness”
plays a central role in his strategy. His
book on this subject is titled Rewilding
North America.

The Wildlands Project. a group Fore-
man co-founded, has the “vision” of estab-
lishing large core wilderness reserves
(estimates of up to 50 percent of the con-
tinental US, termed “continental-scale
conservation”) with interconnecting cor-
ridors and buffers. According to their
website, “Dave Foreman resigned from
Wildlands Project staff in 2003 to form
the Rewilding Institute, a non-profit
‘think tank’ focused on promoting ideas
and practices that result in continental
conservation. . . The Wildlands Project
continues to maintain a strong working
relationship with Dave . .."

In The Rewilding Institute, Foremanis
joined by NMWA board members Dave
Parsons, Steve Capra, and former Chair-
man Robert Howard. From the Rewilding
Institute website: “Foreman is the lead
author and network designer of the Sky
Islands Wildlands Network Conservation
Plan and the New Mexico Highlands Wild-
lands Network Vision from the Wildlands
Project.” The Rewilding Institute lists the
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance under
“Ecological Wilderness Area Design” and
“Wildlands Defense” areas on its website,

The FBI website (www.fbi.gov) pro-
vides. insight to impacts of these groups
and individuals. In remarks by Jehn E.
Lewis. Deputy Assistant Director. Coun-
terterrorism Division, Mr. Lewis stated,
“In recent years, animal rights extremists
and eco-terrorists have become the most
active criminal extremist elements in the
United States.,” Also, before the Senate
Committee on Environment and Public
Works, May 18, 2005: “We believe these
trends will persist, particularly within the
environmental movement, as extremists
continue to combat what they perceive as
‘urban sprawl,”™

NMWA leadership has other ties to
EarthFirst! and Foreman. The book Coy-
oles and Town Dogs by Susan Zakin indi-
cates that the current Chair of the Board
of NMWA, C. Wesley Leonard, was also
involved with Foreman in EarthFirst!l,
Board member Todd Schulke has past ties
to EarthFirst! and is a board member of
the Center for Biological Diversity.

Currently, NMWA lists 30 existing fed-
erally designated Wilderness areas in New
Mexico, spanning over 1,6 million acres,
NMWA's Spring 2008 publication con-






