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The Arizona Smuggling Corridors

by DAVID B. HAM and STEPHEN L. WILMETH

erhaps the greatest threat to the security of the United States today is the 2,045
iles of Mexican border. It is there that the drug war in Mexico can be heard at
night. It is there that the politics of environmental radicalism has breached the
independent thinking of conservation minded leaders. It is there that the very
existence of the American experiment may face its toughest challenge.

The United States Border Patrol was
established by Congress in 1924 in
response to the demand by Border States
to halt illegal immigration. The first
offices were established in Detroit and El
Paso. Subsequent offices were established
on the basis of what is now called “corridor
development”,

From the inception until the Bracero
Program in the ‘50s, the Border Patrol did
its work without a great deal of fanfare. If
there was conflict it was largely with
landowners who employed illegals. Thou-
sands of miles of fence and other infra-
structure were built by Mexican labor at
that time. That conflict ultimately
prompted the idea of the Bracero Pro-
gram, whereby Mexican workers were
allowed conditional entry into the United
States in exchange for legal employment.
The plan required the Border Patrol to
enforce the conditions of the program as
well as to oversee the return of the same
workers following their temporary visits.

The demand for labor across a wider
segment of American business accelerated
in the ‘60s. As a result, the country experi-
enced a dramatic expansion in illegal
immigration. Interaction with the Border
Patrol and a broader profile of American
business spectrum took place.

By the 70s, the number and the profile
of illegal aliens were changing. The border
was becoming a more intense and the
motives of illegals were changing. Drugs,
and the war on drugs, were starting to
shape a new and dangerous challenge.

By 1986, the Border Patrol had to start
shifting its focus from the border to areas
more inland. This change in the mission of
the Border Patrol was largely the result of
Congressional action. The Immigration
Control and Reform Act (IRCA) was
passed. It mandated that an amnesty pro-
gram be implemented, and it authorized
the prosecution of American employers
who hired illegals. Congress was putting
the burden of proof on American business
to determine the legal status of aliens. The

Congressional mandate to secure the bor-
der was being passed to American busi-
nesses.

By the early ‘90s, Americans living in
urban border centers were in near revolt as
the hordes of illegal immigrants swarmed
across the largely open borders and
quickly disappeared into the mass of
humanity on the American side. Some-
thing had to be done, and the Border
Patrol figured out a plan that worked.

Starting in El Paso, the idea of going
back to the actual horder, making eye con-
tact with illegals, and pinching off the
flows was started. The operation was insti-
tuted and the horde of illegal border cross-
ings was stopped. The numbers went down
in EI Paso, and the Border Patrol was able
to reduce the numbers crossing in the
Sector as a whole.

The next operation was instituted in the
urban centers of southern California. This
operation made use of what was learned in
El Paso but it also incorporated higher
tech ideas. It brought to the border
increased agent numbers, border fencing,
stadium lighting, and ideas in high tech
monitoring. This more sophisticated
approach also worked. Numbers of illegals
entering San Diego went down and the
San Diego Sector numbers were down as
well. The idea of putting pressure on the
border at the point of corridor entry was
working. It only needed to be expanded.

Following the success at EI Paso and
the urban centers of southern California,
the Border Patrol was intent on expanding
the idea into southern Arizona. Nogales
and the greater Tucson Sector was the tar-
get. That operation brought the factors
learned at El Paso and San Diego to the
Arizona horder at Nogales. The operation
failed.

What the illegals found in Arizona was
exactly what made the efforts in El Paso
and southern California work. The
immense and harsh conditions of the open
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required to report a whole new set of met-
rics that were created to measure what was
going on in their respective station areas.
Line watch stations, stations whose area of
responsibility were adjacent to the Mexi-
can border, were instructed to divide their
areas of responsibility into zones and
report the activity that occurred in a
respective zone.

In 1991, El Paso, Texas was approach-
ing chaos. Crime had increased dramati-
cally, auto theft was rampant, beggars and
windshield cleaners were at almost every
intersection in the city. To combat this
problem, El Paso Sector Border Patrol
Chief Sylvestre Reyes and his staff created
Operation “Hold the Line”. The idea was
simple. Instead of chasing illegal aliens
after they entered the United States, the
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area and seek easier ways to cross into the
United States. Apprehensions in the Dem-
ing, New Mexico station area 100 miles to
the west began to skyrocket, In the far
western reaches of the Sector area at
Lordsburg, New Mexico large increases in
apprehensions occurred as well. The Der-
ing corridor was created and by the late
90s other stations in the El Paso Sector
were being asked to detail agents and
equipment to Deming to try and stem the
flow. Deming tried to emulate the El Paso
strategdy of forward deployment of its
agents, but the aliens would continually
outflank them. The farming area west of
Columbus, N.M. was soon overrun by ille-
gal aliens entering on foot and in vehicles
headed north. The chaos that had been
happening in E1 Paso was now pushed into

FELLLL ULVl AP CHGLHIDIVLD WELE UUWIL
nation wide, narcotic seizures increased by
57 percent. As with human smuggling
numbers, the Tucson Sector led the way
with 1,204,702 pounds of narcotics seized.
That was a nearly 48 percent of all mari-
juana interdiction along all United States
borders.

Another measurement suggests the
extent of the problem. The Tucson Sector
represents about 13 percent of the entire
Mexican horder, but, in 2009, the rate of
human apprehensions occurred at about
920 per mile of border for the year. The
southern border as a whole experienced a
rate of 167 per mile of border, but the El
Paso Sector had an apprehension rate of
just fewer than 6 percent of the Tucson
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