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Mesilla early
voting begins
Candidates debate

future of town at
pre-election forum

By Topp G. DicksoN

The Las Cruces Bulletin

Mesilla residents will decide
March 2 who will be mayor and fill
two trustee positions with the debate
about balancing growth with ambi-
ance influenced by a drop in tourism,
which hurting the town’s budget.

The three candidates for mayor
and five of the six trustee candidates
debated those questions at a League
of Women Voters forum Tuesday, Feb.
16, in Mesilla.

Mayor Michael Cadena is seeking
another term and is having to defend
his stewardship, which was marred
by a 2007 incident in which he drove
an unmarked police vehicle to the
Sunland Park Racetrack and Casino.
No charges were filed in the incident,
but his opponents — Trustee Nora
Barraza and Ella Alvarez Nelson —
are running on platforms that call for
an ethics ordinance.

“We need to bring integrity back
to the town of Mesilla,” Barraza said.
“We need to restore pride, honor and
respect.”

Besides ethics, Nelson said the
mayor should lead by example, espe-
cially when employee hours have
been cut because of the drop in gross
receipts taxes (GRT). If elected, Nel-
son said she would not accept the
mayor’s $30,000 stipend the first
year in office and not restore it until
the town’s finances are in better
shape.

See Mesilla on PAGE A13
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Animal Services seeing progress

Director says long
road ahead to reach
‘no kill’ destination

By Topp G. Dickson

The Las Cruces Bulletin

It will have been two years in May
since Dr. Beth Vesco-Mock came to Las
Cruces to be the new executive director of
the Animal Services Center of the Mesilla
Valley, formerly called the animal shelter.

“A lot has changed,” Vesco-Mock said
of the progress made. “But we still have a
long way to go.”

The task facing Vesco-Mock was con-
siderable. The city and county had just
canceled their contract with a nonprofit
that was running the shelter, which was
under fierce criticism by animal activists
for its high euthanasia rate, conditions
and staffing.

As the city and county worked out the
details of forming a new joint authority
to oversee the policies and funding of the
now renamed Animal Services Center of
the Mesilla Valley, Vesco-Mock began run-
ning the center, starting new programs,
hiring new staff and improving procedures
and facilities.

There are plenty of changes at the cen-
ter that Vesco-Mock can list — better public
awareness of the animal overpopulation
problem, more animals adopted, cleaner
facilities, improved lighting and flooring
and new areas for housing animals, such
as an outdoor impound section.

But on any given day, the center is
still a temporary home for about 300 dogs
and 200 cats, many of which will not find
homes and be euthanized.

By the end of this school year, Vesco-
Mock will have visited every sixth-grade
classroom in Dofia Ana County. One of
the more powerful exercises she does is to
have all the students stand up, then she
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One of the new pupples Tuesday, Feb. 16, at the Animal Services Center of the Mesilla
Valley. Despite having many puppies adopted this winter, there still are more than 80

puppies at the center.

has half of them sit down — that’s approxi-
mately the euthanasia rate for dogs. She
has them stand up again and this time
eight of every 10 students sit down — that’s
the euthanasia rate for cats.

“The cat number is what really gets
them,” Vesco-Mock said.

But Vesco-Mock said she’s not about
giving lectures without giving people tools
for solutions. The children are encouraged

Wilderness hill gets local debate
Opposing sides pack hearing on legislation

By Topp G. DicksoN

The Las Cruces Bulletin

Groups with concerns about the Organ
Mountains-Desert Peaks Wilderness Act
to protect 359,000 acres of federal land in
Dona Ana County got what they asked for
Monday, Feb. 15 — a local hearing.

An estimated 700 residents — almost
equally split between supporters and oppo-
nents of the federal legislation — filled the
Corbett Center Ballrooms at New Mexico
State University for the local hearing
chaired by the bill’s sponsors, U.S. Sens.
Jeff Bingaman and Tom Udall.

Bingaman acknowledged there are
diverse views on the how much protection
should be written into law, but he said he
feels there is “broad community support”
for providing more permanent protection

for natural areas in Dona Ana County.

The bill seeks to establish 259,000
acres of wilderness and 100,000 acres of
National Conservation Area (NCA). The
legislation would also release 16,350 acres
that are Wilderness Study Areas, a tempo-
rary wilderness designation that currently
restricts uses.

Udall said he hoped testimony at the
hearing would help refine the legislation
to bring it closer to a consensus proposal.

The hearing consisted of testimony from
three panels. The first consisted of repre-
sentatives from governments — City of Las
Cruces, Dona Ana County and Mesilla — to
testify on their support for the legislation.

All noted many previous local hearings
and debates on areas considered for wil-
derness designation.

See Wilderness on PAGE A13

to bring their unaltered pets to school the
next day to be transported to the center
for low-cost spay and neutering.

Starting last August, the center began
offering low-cost spay and neutering — $35
for a dog, $25 for a cat — to the public.
The surgeries are done in an area of the
center that is separate from the rest of
the building.

See Shelter on PAGE A13

Organ Mountains
Desert Peaks
Wilderness Act

(S. 1689)

* Organ Mountains: 19,400 acres
wilderness and 67,250 acres as a
National Conservation Area (NCA)

* Aden Lava Flow: 27,650 acres
wilderness

¢ Potrillo Mountains: 143,450 acres
wilderness

e Cinder Cone: 16,950 acres wilderness

e Whitehorn: 9,600 acres wilderness

* Robledo Mountains: 17,000 acres
wilderness

 Broad Ganyon: 13,900 acres wilderness

« Sierra de las Uvas: 11,100 acres
wilderness

 Desert Peaks: 33,600 acres NCA



